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franco sama

Franco Sama boasts a remarkable and extensive history in public speaking 
public relations and over two decades of independent film development, 
production, and financing experience. 

Sama, a proud Producer's Guild of America (PGA) member, also  serves as Chair of 
the PGA’s Member Events Committee. He has Executive Produced and produced/
co-produced an impressive array of over twenty-four (24) successful 
independent feature films.  

These films most notably include "Guns, Girls and Gambling" starring Gary 
Oldman, Christian Slater, and Dane Cook, which is now a cult favorite; this film 
acquired a distribution deal from Universal Home Entertainment. 

In 2023, Sama released three films including the Action Thriller Australian 
Television Movie, “Suka”, as well as “Take the Night”, an action-packed thriller 
that enjoyed a limited theatrical release in the United States; and served as a 
Consulting Producer on "The Shift,” a hugely successful faith-based drama 
starring Neal McDonough and Sean Austin, which was released on December 1, 
2023, and has enjoyed a worldwide theatrical release. 

Sama is also the Executive Producer of the highly anticipated Elevated Musical 
Thriller, "Alexis Colette." The film will be shot and directed by its writer and 
creator, Anthony W. Johnson in New York in 2025. 

Sama is also a Founding Member of Greenlight Entertainment Group” (G.E.G.) an 
Australian based Company that develops, finances, and produces independent 
feature films worldwide. 
  



FILMOGRAPHY
Over Thirty Films Produced 
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Former Chair of the 
Members Events 
Committee 

Franco Sama



Franco Sama 

It i s  w ith great honor and grat itude that I  reflect on the invaluable lessons imparted to me by some of 
the most extraord inary profess ionals in  the f i lm industry .   

After nearly th irty years immersed in  the world of independent f i lm ,  my relentless pursu it  of knowledge 
has unve iled not only the profound joy of mak ing mov ies  but also the transformat ive power of shar ing 
that knowledge with others .  Throughout these years ,  Many product ion ent it i es  have presented me with 
numerous opportun it i es  to d i st i ll  my exper iences into recorded lessons and offer them for sale onl ine .  

Wh ile I  could eas i ly generate s ign i f icant income through th i s  route ,  such informat ion qu ickly becomes 
obsolete due to the rap id evolut ion of the f i lm and telev i s ion landscapes .  Th i s  real izat ion has led me 
to res i st th i s  path for two cr it ical reasons .  F i rst ,  I  f i rmly bel ieve that the value of engag ing in  face-to-
face l ive conversat ions v ia Zoom with emerg ing f i lmmakers cannot be overstated .  These personal 
interact ions foster genu ine connect ions and create a space where we can truly understand one another ,   

as well as the projects that ign ite our pass ions .  Second ,  th i s  ongoing exper ience allows me to share 
relevant ins ights and real-l i fe  lessons in  real t ime as I  nav igate new creat ive endeavors .  I  w ill openly 
share the knowledge I  have accumulated throughout my extens ive career .  

Our sess ions will be held in  a pr ivate ,  support ive env ironment that encourages d ialogue and quest ions .  

I n  the following pages ,  I  have outl ined essent ial sub jects we will delve into deeply dur ing each sess ion ,  
ensur ing a comprehens ive learn ing exper ience .  
 
Thank you for jo in ing me on th i s  journey .  
 

Producer’s note



Franco Sama 
Executive Producer

“Getting the money, isn’t the hard part. 
   Getting the money back, is the hard part”



CURRICULUM HIGHLIGHTS 

W
hat will you learn over the next six weeks?



Film Financing
 Var ious  “ type s ”  of  f i lm  fund i ng  

I ndustry  jargon and term i nology 

 Hard  Money vs .  Soft  Money 

 Equ i ty  Fund i ng  

 Debt  Fund i ng  

 Gap  Fund i ng   

 Mezzan i ne  fund i ng  

 What i s  a  “Waterfall ”  

 How does  i t  all  work?



INVESTORS ✓ Types of investors 

✓How to approach Investors 

✓Where to find Investors 

✓How to speak “Investor Speak 

✓What NOT to say to investors 

✓How do Investors get paid 



Production budget and schedule 

Learn the “ dos ”  and “Don ’ t s ”  of budget ing  



casting

✓  Manag i n g  Ex p e c tat ion s  

✓  Who  you  s hould  ca s t  i n  your  f i l m  

✓ S e cu r i n g  “ b a n ka b l e ”  ta l e n t  

✓what  i s  T h e  ( P a r e n th e s i s )  T e s T ?  

✓Und e r s tand i n g  who  b r i n g  va lu e  i n  t h e  wor ldw i d e  ma r k e t p lac e  

✓How and  when  do  you  s hould  mak e  “ l e g i t i mat e ”  o f f e r s  to  ta l e n t



TAX INCENTIVES

✓ Understanding State & Local Tax Incentives 
✓ Monetizing Tax Incentives Up Front 
✓ Combining Tax Credits via Co-Productions 
✓ Tax Credit vs. Tax Rebate 
✓ Using Tax Incentives as a bargaining chip with investors 
✓ Incentive Administration 



international sales
Worldwide  projections

✓ Understanding Foreign vs. domestic 

✓ Understanding the difference between a sales agency and a distributor 

✓ Industry standard for rates and commissions 

✓ Good deal vs. bad deal 

✓ World markets and film festivals 

✓ Acquire worldwide sales projections for investors



Product integration

✓ Product Integration vs. Product Placement 

✓  Who does Product Integration 

✓  Understanding How it Works 

✓  Generate an additional $50,000 - $1,000,000 for your Film 

✓  Free Money - No Repayment Required



distribution  
DELIVERABLES

✓ Understand i ng  what del iverable s  are  

✓ Knowing spec i f i cally  wh ich  del iverable s  are  mandatory for  d i s tr i butors  

✓ Know the  d i f f erence  between  Domest i c  ver sus  i nternat ional  del iverable s  

✓ Allocat i ng  enough fund i ng  i n  your  budget  to offset  cost  of  del iverable s  

✓ Avo id  s eek i ng  “ f i n i sh i ng  funds ”  due  to a lack  of  proper  plann i ng  and budget i ng



legal requirements

✓ Protect your intellectual property as well as yourself 

✓ When, where and how to setup your limited liability company (LLC 

✓ Establishing an operating agreement for your new limited liability company 

✓ Understanding & abiding by the ”securities and exchange commission” Regulations   

✓ Initializing your deal with a memorandum of understanding (m.o.u) 

✓ Creating a private placement memorandum (PPM) for investors 

✓ Creating & providing subscription agreements for investors 

✓ How and when to open your production company bank account 

✓ Learn the difference between a “deal maker” and a “Deal Breaker”



THE COURSE

M e e t s  o n c e  a  w e e k  v i a  Z o o m .  

E ac h  s e s s i o n  l a s t s  n i n e t y  ( 9 0 )  m i n u t e s .  

O p e n / i n t e r ac t i v e  c o m m u n i c at i o n  

A l l  s e s s i o n s  m ay  b e  r e c o r d e d  fo r  yo u r  a r c h i v e s .  

Yo u  r e c e i v e  a l l  m at e r i a l s ,  d o c u m e n t s ,  a n d  t h e  P ow e r P o i n t  p r e s e n tat i o n



tuition

Website cost  

$3500.00

AFM 

 Discount  

$1000.00 

Final Cost  

to you  

$2500.00

Note  


You may invite one or two additional people (up to a maximum of three total) to register together and share the costs. 



Conclusion

T H R O U G H O U T  M Y  J O U R N E Y,  I  H AV E  H E L D  S T E A D FA S T  B E L I E F  T H AT  
E D U C AT I O N  I S  T H E  E S S E N T I A L  C O R N E R S T O N E  O F  S U C C E S S ,  
I R R E S P E C T I V E  O F  Y O U R  C H O S E N  PAT H .  A D E E P  A N D  N U A N C E D  
U N D E R S TA N D I N G  O F  H O W  F U N D I N G  I S  A C Q U I R E D  A N D  M A N A G E D  I S  
C R U C I A L  F O R  T H O S E  A S P I R I N G  T O  C A R V E  O U T  A S U C C E S S F U L 
C A R E E R  A S  A S C R E E N W R I T E R ,  P R O D U C E R ,  D I R E C T O R ,  A C T O R ,  O R  
A N Y  O T H E R  P R O F E S S I O N A L W I T H I N  T H E  V I B R A N T  E N T E R TA I N M E N T  
W O R L D .  

M Y  U N I Q U E  E X P E R T I S E  A N D  K N O W L E D G E  W I L L  C L A R I F Y  T H E  
C O M P L E X I T I E S  O F  F I L M  F I N A N C I N G ,  P R O V I D I N G  Y O U  W I T H  T H E  
I N S I G H T S  N E C E S S A R Y  T O  AV O I D  M I S S T E P S  T H AT  C O U L D  U LT I M AT E LY  
H I N D E R  Y O U R  G O A L S .  

T O  T H AT  E N D ,  I  H AV E  M E T I C U L O U S LY  D E S I G N E D  T H I S  C O U R S E ,  A S  A 
C O M P R E H E N S I V E  G U I D E  T O  E M P O W E R  Y O U  T O  TA K E  T H E  R E I N S  O F  
Y O U R  C A R E E R  W I T H  C O N F I D E N C E  A N D  C L A R I T Y.  

I  O F F E R  A C O M P L I M E N TA R Y  3 0 - M I N U T E  P R O J E C T  R E V I E W  
C O N S U LTAT I O N ,  W H E R E  W E  C A N  E X P L O R E  Y O U R  A S P I R AT I O N S  A N D  
B E G I N  C H A R T I N G  A PAT H  T O WA R D  Y O U R  S U C C E S S .  

L E T ' S  T U R N  Y O U R  D R E A M S  I N T O  R E A L I T Y !

  




Contact  
Information

“Film school  wi l l  teach you how to  ‘make a  movie”
Samaco f i lms wi l l  teach you how to  “get  your  movie  made”!

www.samacofilms.com


franco@samacofilms.com

http://www.samacofilms.com
mailto:franco@samacofilms.com

